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the contract law to protect his capital, the capitalist-landlord
has only to demand an undivided interest in land to improve
and extend cultivation. Simplicity ranks only next to security
and certainty in land tenures. Land must be placed under the
care and control of single proprietorship, before it can attain
that power of production which renders it so valuable in
Europe and even in the newly settled colonies of the Southern
"World. Conflicting and involved rights of property in land
check the free action of capital, while energy is hampered when
it cannot operate with advantage either to the individual or
the public. The charm of single and undivided property has
turned barren wastes into smiling gardens, and has improved
the productive powers of the soil beyond even the highest expecta-
tions. We must therefore enfranchise subordinate tenures and
mate the landholder Vtivcle facto lord of his acre. Even if the
rights and property of some few must suffer under the change of
owners, it is of the highest importance that the welfare of
the large majority be not sacrificed to any sectional interest
howsoever favoured or compassionated by the powers that be.

We must take leave of unavailing sentimentalism and endeavour
to treat a dangerous malady with a firm and unflinching hand.
In every social reform a small minority has always to make some
sacrifice to promote the welfare of the community} a change
which involves the freedom of land and labor can hardly be expect-
ed but at the cost of some private wrong. In investing the land-
lord with the absolute proprietorship of his land, and reducing the
cultivator to his natural position of a tenant, even when the
revolution is watched with care and solicitude, a small amount
of pecuniary loss must be suffered by those who by the
surrender of certain equivocal rights will secure harmony and
mutual co-operation. The writer of the f Land Revenue ' views
with evident satisfaction * the land where rights of half a dozen
c kinds have existed for centuries/ and he might have added ' at
(the cost of the social and commercial prosperity of the country/

We should therefore recommend the enfranchisement of all
nominal rights of property, and compel all hereditary tenants,
and tenants who pay at fixed rates to buy out the right of the
proprietor or to sell their right of occupancy to the proprietor
of the land. We should allow twelve months for the parties
to arrive at some definite understanding; and, if they agree to
preserve the conditions of existing tenure, their wishes should
not be interfered with, but if they are not able to come to terms